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Special feature: Digitization of scholarly information. The e-journal faces an enormous dilemma. UEDA
Shuichi (Rikkyo University, 3-34-1 Nishi-Ikebukuro,Toshima-ku, Tokyo Japan 171-8501)

Abstract: The e-journal is a typical example of the digitalization of the scientific communication media.

Scientists and scholars belonging to the large-scale university and research laboratory are using e-journal

comfortably without stress.

The e-journal has unique access and charge system, such as annual contract with the publisher, pay per

view, open access journals, and institutional repositories. Some scientific journal publishers were developing

e-journals by adopting technical innovation and new business model such as “big deal”. Under the “big deal”,

users are satisfied with abundant titles, but, publishers have been raising the price of e-journal in every year.

Finally, the cause that this problem happened is discussed.

Keywords: scholary communication / scientific journal / scientist / scholar / scientific journal publisher /

e-journal / open access / big deal / pay per view / Elsevier
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