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Accountability

Under constitutional government, those who govern are regularly accountable to at
least a portion of the governed. In a constitutional democracy, this accountability is
owed to the electorate by all persons in government. Accountability can be enforced
through a great variety of regular procedures, including elections, systems of
promotion and discipline, fiscal accounting, recall, and referendum. In constitutional
democracies, the accountability of government officials to the citizenry makes
possible the citizens’ responsibility for the acts of government. The most obvious
example of this two-directional flow of responsibility and accountability is the
electoral process. A member of the legislature or the head of government is elected
by adult citizens and is thereby invested with authority and power in order that he
may try to achieve those goals to which he committed himself in his program. At the
end of his term of office, the electorate has the opportunity to judge his performance
and to reelect him or dismiss him from office. The official has thus rendered his

account and has been held accountable.
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China 111.16 3.32
Germany 402.32 385.12
Japan 34.8 25.27
New Zealand 290.1 5.18
South Korea 77.78 17.14
Taiwan 5.28 0.29
Thailand 19.94 0.87

UK 755.52 1055.81

us 722.84 1022.83
Vietnam 15.1 0.36
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