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9 January 1946 pp.4-5

THE EMPEROR QUESTION

Most prevalent belief of the moment regarding the Emperor question is that voiced by one
informant in YAMAGATA Prefecture who said: “There is much talk about continuance or
discontinuance of the Imperial System. But this must be left entirely to the free choice of the
people. The Emperor is no longer in the grip of the war lords. Released from the militarists’
grip there is no danger concerning him. Any haphazard act in this direction will drive the
nation into chaos, dissolution and anarchy.10

One source believes that the emperor is willing to abdicate but not do so until his advisers
suggest such action.11

The 80th Metropolitan CIC Unit in its weekly report for 16-22 December writes:

“With regard to the Emperor system, it is the opinion of observers especially as far as the



middle classes are concerned that the Allies are unduly apprehensive of the effect on the
Japanese if the Emperor were removed. It is claimed that at the most there might be
demonstrations, particularly in the rural districts, but that they would soon pass. People are

more concerned with food and housing problems than with the fate of the Emperor.”

SUMMARY

The Emperor question continues to arouse interest and arguments are offered both pro and
con. One source predicts the eventual abdication of Emperor HIROHITO whenever his

advisers suggest such action.

10 Weekly Rpt, CIC Area 67, 3 Nov.-15 Dec.
11 Weekly Rpt, 6 CIC Region, 9-15 Dec.

23 January 1946

pp- 18-19

PRESTIGE OF EMPEROR SLIGHTLY ON DECLINE

Gradually the people are grasping the idea that the Emperor is simply a human being. Reports
are being received that the better educated younger generation are not regarding him with
the same degree of dignity as formerly, and that he has even becomes the “point” of many
jokes in the past three month.9 They feel he should remain on the throne however as a symbol
of unity even if a representative type of government is formed.10

In a survey made in November on the question of retention of the Emperor system, 5,000
questionnaires were issued to the people of Ishikawa-ken by newly formed Public Opinion
Press. 2,200 answers were received, of which 95% stated they preferred retention and 5 %
preferred abolition of the system. In a second survey on the same question made in December
with approximately the same number reporting, the same organization announced that 91 %
indicated favor of retaining him and 9 % favored removal. The president of the Public
Opinion Press, FUKAKI, Hideo declares there is a significant trend toward a democratic form
of government. 11

The communist Party is the only organized group which has advocated his

removal from the throne. An indication of the deep feeling toward him is indicated when a

woman communist speaker in a recent rally demanding his removal, broke into tears at the



mere mention of his name. This woman had been prisoner during the war. 12

9 Weekly Rpt. #4, 92 CIC Metro Unit, 5 Jan.
10 Weekly Rpt. #4, 47 CIC, 7 Jan.

11 Weekly Rpt. #5, 4 CIC Region, 6-12 Jan.
12 Life Magazine, 3 Dec 45.

30 January 1946 p.18

EMPEROR RECEIVING INCREASED CRITICISM

The position of the Emperor in the New Japan is still one of the fundamental issues. Education
Minister ABE declared recently that it is the government’s duty to make known a clear cut
attitude on the relationship between the national system and democracy as well as the Imperial
system. 14 Asahi Shimbun 17 January declared “There is absolutely no doubt that the first
aim in the revision of the constitution is what to do with the Emperor —the new Emperor
system must be based on things that are democratic — with the general election near at hand
each political party will be forced to clarify its attitude toward the problem.15 It is evident that
any attempt to abolish the system entirely will be strongly resented by the majority of the
people. CIC 40 reported that the conduct of a crowd attending a Communist Party rally on
24 December clearly demonstrated the nationalistic feeling of the people and especially the
esteem in which they hold the Emperor. 16 However in some of the urban areas there is an
element indicating that the problem has been played more than necessary, according to the
90th CIC Metropolitan Unit — that informed sources claim that many people have reached a

state where it is almost immaterial to them whether the Emperor is retained or not.17

14 CI and E Press Analysis #73 from Mainichi Shimbun 17 Jan, 46.
15 CI and E Press Analysis #73 from Asahi Shimbun 17 Jan.46.

16 Weekly Report #3 CIC Area 40 31 Dec. 45.

17 Weekly Report #3 CIC Metropolitan Unit 90 29 Dec.45.
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Separation of church and state
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Beginning in the late 18th century, two fundamental attitudes developed in matters
related to the separation of church and state. The first, as implied in the Constitution
of the United States, was supported by a tendency to leave to the church, set free
from state supervision, a maximum freedom in the realization of its spiritual, moral,
and educational tasks. In the United States, for example, a comprehensive church
school and educational system has been created by the churches on the basis of this
freedom, and numerous colleges and universities have been founded by churches.
The separation of church and state by the French Revolution and later in the Soviet
Union and the countries under the Soviet Union’s sphere of influence was based

upon an opposite tendency. The attempt was not only to restrict the public role of



the church but also to work toward its gradual disappearance. The church was to be

replaced with a secular ideology.
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