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That particular branch of the arts in which the Cochinchinese may be said to excel at the
present day is naval architecture, for which, however, they are not a little indebted to the
size and quality of the timber employed for that purpose. ..................... The vessels
that are employed in the coasting trade, the fishing craft, and those which collect the
Trepan and swallows’ nests among the cluster of islands called the Paracels, are of various
descriptions: many of them, like the Chinese Sampans, covered with sheds of matting,
under which a whole family constantly resides; and others, resembling the common proas
of the Malays, both as to their hulls and rigging. Their foreign traders are built on the same
plan as the Chinese junks, the form and construction of which are certainly not to be held
out as perfect models of naval architecture; yet, as they have subsisted some thousands of
years unaltered, they are at least entitled to a little respect from the antiquity of the

invention.
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