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Only when we get to the mid-19th century, however, do we find such chronicles
saying that the islands are parts of certain prefectures, i.e., administered by the

Middle Kingdom.
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Chris P.C. Chung. 2019. “Since Time Immemorial: China’s Historical Claim in the
South China Seaa.” Ph D thesis, University of Calgary. Pp.14-15.
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In 1909, the Qing dynasty in China formally claimed both the Paracels and Spratlys,
without apparently provoking any protests or counterclaims from France, which by
now held responsibility for the foreign policy of its protected states in Indochina.
However, the Qing dynasty succumbed to a revolution in 1911, and the ensuing
internal strife between warlords and political parties prevented China from following

up its claim effectively. This gave France an opportunity it did not seize.
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China also prepared a protest letter, although no copy of it has yet been found in

French, British or US archives.
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