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The Paracels, just mentioned, were formerly, and indeed till very
recently, dreaded by navigators, being represented as one continued chain of low
islands, coral reefs, and sand banks, extending from the latitude of 12° to that
of 17° north, in a north-north-east and south-south-west direction, forming a
fancied resemblance to the human foot, (the toe of which was the southernmost
extremity) and approaching to within about sixteen leagues of the coast of
Cochin China; in its widest part, in the latitude of about 16° north, it was
represented as about thirty leagues over. This archipelago, once so formidable,
from its great imaginary extent, and terrific character, is now ascertained to be
a group of islands and reefs, of no great extent, with good and safe channels
between most of them, and in many places good anchorage. They lie between
the latitudes of 15° 46" and 17° 6’ north; and from longitude 111° 12 1-2" to
112° 42’ east.

Early in the morning of the 25th, we passed over an azure and
fathomless sea, where, in the old charts, are marked rocks and shoals in great
profusion, The recent investigations, discoveries, and surveys in these seas, by
Lieutenants Ross and Maughan, of the Bombay marine, in the surveying ships,
Discovery and Investigator, have been productive of correct charts and useful

information, by which this navigation has been rendered much less arduous and



dangerous.

John White. 1823. History of a Voyage to the China Sea. Boston.pp.95-96
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In 1807, Lieutenant Ross was sent to the coast of Cochin China, to
survey the Paracells, and instructed with a friendly letter to the King, but
experienced the most inhospitable treatment.

“Selections from Indian and Colonial Journals: Mission to the Cochin China”
The Oriental Herald and Colonial Review. Volume 1. January to April,
1824.London. p330.
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In the China Seas, the only considerable islands belonging to Cochin
China, are Pulo Con-dore, Pulo Can-ton, correctly Col-lao Ray, and Cham-col-
lao, properly Col-lao Cham. All that I know of these has been already given in
the Journal. Besides these, the King of Cochin China, in 1816, took possession
of the uninhabited and dangerous archipelago of rocks, islets, and sand-banks,
called the Paracels, which he claims as part of his dominions, and over which
his authority is not likely to be disputed.
John Crawfurd. 1830. Journal of an Embassy from the Governor-general of
India to the Courts of Siam and Cochin China. 2ed. Volume II.London. pp.243-
244,
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Tran D¢ Anh Son. 2014. “Thu tich va ban d6 ¢6 phuong Tay ching minh cha quyén cia Viét Nam
dbi vai hai quan dao Hoang Sa va Truong Sa.” Tran Dtc Anh Son ed. HOANG SA TRUONG SA TU
LIEU VA QUAN BIEM CUA HQC GIA QUOC TE. Ha Noi: Nha Xuét ban Hoi Nha van.



