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BRLOTHY, XM FAIEOHFRAIZE > TEZEOEEEMTHITED LD TIERD -
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18 ffd D FHEEZHFEN b F A & FLALT Pierre Poivre X b AN E T BILEER & DR
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301 Pierre Poivre. “Observations faites en Cochinchine.” Voyages dun Philosophe.
Paris: Dupuis. 1796-1797(an V). p.175.

Les Annamites n’ont de navigation que le long de leurs cotes, dont ils ne s’éloignent
jamais qu’a la distance de vingt et trente lieues, pour aller toutes les années sur les isles
de ces cotes, qui forment ce petit archipel, rempli d’écueils, qui est marqué sur les cartes
sous le nom de Paracelleur navigation au nord ne va pas au-dela de la riviére qui les
sépare du Tonquin; au midi, ils vont sur la cote de Camboge, et jusqu’'a Ponthiamas,

méme jusqu’a l'isle Condor.

302 “Mémoire pour une entreprise sur la Cochinchine proposée a M. de Magon par
d’Estaing.”  Georges Taboulet. La geste Francgaise en Indochine. 1955. Paris:
Adrien-Maisonneuve. p.148.

Le palais est bati sur le bord d’'une riviére, une seule marée suffit pour y porter les
chaloupes des vaisseaux. Il n’a aucune sorte de fortification. Entouré d'une simple
muraille de briques de 8 a 9 pieds de haut, il est environné par une varangue meublée

d’'une multitude de canons, dont plusieurs plutot destinés a la décoration qu’a 'usage.
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On fait monter leur nombre jusqu'a 400; une partie est en fonte; ces pieces, dont la
plupart sont portugaises, viennent des anciens naufrages faits sur les bancs du

Paracels.

303 James Horsburgh. Memoirs: comprising the navigation to and from China, by the
China Sea and through the various straits and channels in the Indian archipelago; also,
the navigation of Bombay harbour. London: C.Mercier and Co. 1805. p.22, p.24.

From Malacca Strait, bound to Canton River, it is probably most expeditious, to
proceed by the Inner Passage, along the coast of Cochin China, during the months of
March, April, and May; but when the month of June approaches, and the southerly
monsoon sets regularly in, the track by the Macclesfield Bank will then generally be
found the best.

The passage to China by the Macclesfield Bank, has been in general use for a length of
time, by Europeans; and the Chinese vessels trading to Java, Borneo, and Rhio, & c.

mostly frequent this passage in their return home, during the south-west monsoon.

304 James Horsburgh. India Directory, or directions for sailing to and from the FEast
Indies, China, New Holland, Cape of Good Hope, Brazil, and the interjacent ports.
London: Parbury, Allen, and co. 1827. pp.360-361.

OUTER PASSAGE, from Macao toward Pulo Aor, by the Macclesfield Bank, should
only be adopted in March and April: at the commencement of, and during the strength

of the N.E. monsoon, the inner passage along the coast of Cochin-china is preferable.

From the Mcclesfield Bank, the course is S.W. to Pulo Sapata, but from having
soundings on that bank, or being in its latitude, the best course to steer is S.W.1/2S.
until in the parallel of Pulo Sapata; and if then it is not seen, steer S.W.byW. or W.S.W.
till in 35 or 30 fathoms water.

Having got into lat. 10° N., steer between S.W.byW. and W.S.W. until in 35 fathoms
water, then about S.S.W.1/2W., or S.S.W.3/4W., for Pulo Aor, or Pulo Tioman, if bound to
Singapore Strait.

INNER PASSAGE, from Macao to Pulo Aor, should always be pursued early in the
season, and during the strength of the N.E. monsoon; it is more direct than the other,

and when blowing strong, great case is afforded to ships deeply laden, by steering from
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the Grand Ladrone directly before the wind.

To proceed by this passage, a S.S.W.1/2W. course steered direct from Potoe, or from the
Grand Ladrone, will carry you fair between the Taya Islands and St. Esprit Bank; and
the same course continued, will carry you in the proper channel to the westward of the

Paracel Shoals.

If the current is found to set strong to the westward, a course between S.S.W. and
S.S.W.1/2W. may be pursued, but not more southerly until in lat. 17° N., and fairly
entered the channel to the westward of the shoals. When in this latitude, and 3° West
of the Grand Ladrone by chronometers, or by account, a course about S.1/2W. or S.byW.
may be steered, to make the coast about Cape Varela. With clear weather, and the wind
steady at N.E.or N.N.E., Pulo Canton may be approached, or any part of the land to the

southward of that island may be made, and coasted along at a moderate distance.

305 James Horsburgh. India Directory, or directions for sailing to and from the Fast
Indies, China, Australia, Cape of Good Hope, Brazil, and the interjacent ports. London:
W.H.Allen and co. 1836.p.331, pp.332-333.

PARACELS, delineated formerly as a continued large bank, interspersed with groups of
large and small islands, extending North and South from lat. 12° to about 16 1/2° or
17° N., with the nearest part of it, within 15 to 20 leagues of the coast of Cochin-China.
Other shoals and islands, called Amphitrite, Lincoln, &c. were placed nearly 3°
farther to the eastward, with a wide space between them and the former bank ; but it is
now certain, that all those dangers from only one archipelago, consisting of shoals and

low isles not far separated.

CRESCENT CHAIN, of islands and reefs, called by Captain Ross, Money’s, Robert’s,
Pattle’s, Drummond’s, and Governor Duncan’s Islands, extends from lat. 16° 27 to 16°

32’ N. and from lon. 111° 29 to 111° 44’ E. They consist of six low sandy islands,
connected by reefs, stretching nearly East and West in the form of a crescent; at the
East end of which, an elbow is formed, by part of the reef turning round to the S.
Westward; on this part, stands Governor Duncan’s Islands, two in number, with an
opening of 4 miles wide, betwixt their contiguous reef and that projecting around
Money’s Island, which forms the western extreme. This opening is on the South side the
chain, and inside there are soundings; but the ground is chiefly coral, with great
overfalls from 25 to 5 fathoms. The best anchorage is close to the reef, on the North side

Governor Duncan’s Islands, where there was some broad patches of sandy bottom.
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Betwixt Governor Duncan’s Islands, and Drummond’s Island, which lies next them to
the eastward, there is a narrow passage with soundings of 14 and 12 fathoms; but it
ought not to be attempted in a large vessel. On the South sides of these three islands, no

soundings are obtained.

DISCOVERY SHOAL, or REEF, extends from the West end, in lat. 16° 11’N.,lon. 111°

32 1/2’E. about E.byN. 5 1/4 leagues, its eastern extremity being in lat. 16° 16’ N. lon.
111° 46 1/2 E. This long and dangerous reef, is of the shape of an extended oval, with an
opening of one cable’s length on its South side, having in it overfalls from 2 to 20
fathoms; and there is a small opening on the North side. There are no soundings about
20 yards from the reef, and scarcely 2 fathoms water over any part of it, with many
spiral rocks a few feet above the water’s edge. The Hainan boats come here to fish, from

January to May.

306 Jean Louis Taberd. “Note on the Geography of Cochin China.” The Journal of the
Asiatic society of Bengal. Vol.VI-part II. 1837. p.745.

The Pracel or Parocels, is a labyrinth of small islands, rocks and sand-banks, which
appears to extend up to the 11th degree of north latitude, in the 107th parallel of
longitude from Paris. Some navigators have traversed part of these shoals with a
boldness more fortunate than prudent, but others have suffered in the attempt. The
Cochin Chinese called them Coén vang. Although this kind of archipelago presents
nothing but rocks and great depths which promises more inconveniences than
advantages, the king Gia Long thought he had increased his dominions by this sorry
addition. In 1816, he went with solemnity to plant his flag and take formal possession of

these rocks, which it is not likely any body will dispute with him.

307 Dubois de Jancigny. “Annam, ou Empire Cochinchinois.” Japon, Indo-Chine,
Ceylan.1850. Paris:Firmin Didot Fréres.p.555.

Nous reviendrons bient6ét sur I’hydrographie de ’empire Annamite. Nous avons cru
devoir, avant tout, nous efforcer d’éclaircir la géographie politique de ces pays, en nous
appuyant, de préférence, sur les connaissances locales, la longue expérience et les
études spéciales de I'évéque Taberd. Nous n’entrerons pas dans I’énumération des
principales iles dépendantes de la Cochinchine; nous ferons seulement observer que
depuis trente-quatre ans l'archipel des Paracels (hommé par les Annamites Cdt-vang),
véritable labyrinthe de petits ilots, de rocs et de bancs de sable justement redoutés des

navigateurs, et qui ne peut étre compté que parmi les points du globe les plus déserts et
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les plus stériles, a été occupé par les Cochinchinois. Nous ignorons s’ils y ont formé un
établisement(dans le but, peut-étre, de protéger la péche): mais il est certain que le roi
Gia-Long tenait a ajouter ce singulier fleuron a sa couronne, car il jugea a propos d’en
aller prendre possession en personne, et ce fut en l'année 1816 qu’il y arbora

solennellement la pavillon cochinchinois.
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