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B smiten (ModE smite) ‘strike’

OED

Cognate: Old Frisian smita to throw, to pelt, strike, to destroy (West Frisian smite ),
Middle Dutch smiten to strike, to pelt, throw (Dutch smijten ), Middle Low German
smiten 10 strike, to throw, Old High German smizan to smear (Middle High German
smizen t0 smear, to strike, German schmeif3en to throw, strike, smear), Norwegian

regional smita to smear, Old Swedish smita to stroke, to smear (Swedish smita to strike,

to smear, daub, to throw), Danish smide to smear, to strike, to throw,

® To smear (obsolete)

® To pollute, taint, stain (obsolete)

The two major strands of meaning ‘to throw, to strike’ and ‘to smear’ appear both to go
back to Germanic, although the connection between them is unclear; it has been

suggested it originates from the process of slapping mud on to walls in the course of

wattle and daub construction.

The same Germanic base: ModE. smit (v,n) ‘to stain, stain’, smot (v) ‘to defile’, smut

(v) ‘to blacken, to smudge’

<IE*(s)meit- ‘throw, as cow dung at a wall’

cf. smack <IE*smegh- ‘taste’ (&7 75
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B cleppen (ModE clap) (#7535)

The primitive Germanic sense is that of ‘make a clap or explosive sound’, whence a

wide range of derivative senses in the various languages. If the word was not preserved

in Old English, it may have re-entered Middle English from Old Norse; (OED)

<IE*coc ‘rooster’s call’; cock-a-doodle-doo

B 12c~15c DEICH H LD FEFEE

buffet (v) <OF bufet (n) ‘a clap, a punch’ (##75k)
buff- ‘swelling cheeks, to puff out’
strike <IE*streig- ‘squeeze (hence powerful)’; stroke, scrape
cf. IE*stre(p)- ‘make noise’, *(s)trid- (or, *strig-) ‘squeak, buzz; grind, rasp’
rap < IE*labh-, rabh- ‘take, seize’ (7= att

The bird raven is partly imitative of its sound. (Shiply, p.205)
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