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Theproblemisindeterlniningwhetheraparticularclauscisindependentor

subordinate,bccausethewordsthatdothesubordinatingarcolienambigu-r ,
届 P

ous.Thus,OldEnglish"atthebeginningofaclausecallbccitheranadverb F Jb jJ

tl･anslated@then'andintroducinganindependentclause,orasubol･dinatin解 ． 、
conjunctionlranslated$when'andintl･oducingadependen{clause.SimUarly> , .

■1

"'･canbetranslatcdas<therc'or<where',ﾉﾌﾞo""eas(then'or<when',sw"as<so'
orcas',"･as(ibrmerly'or@ere',si調α〃as$afterward'ol･ <since',"as<now'or
E

nowthat',′即ルas (nevertheless'ol･ <though',and/bγ3"mas@thereibre'or
<because'. Ineachpairthelirstwor(l isanadverb,andtheslylethatresultS / j
iiPomchoosingilisachoppierstylcwithshol･tel･senIenccs,wher“sthechoiceW ，亀 ､’

ofthesecondword,aconjunction, 1･esultsinlongc'･sentenceswithmore! .

embeddedclauses.CurrentresearchinOl(IEnglishsyntaxaims(ounde1･stantI:a
theuseoftheseambiguoussubordinatorsandadverbs.Theconclusionsthat

emergewillafIisctourmodemPel℃eptionofthesophisticationofOldEnglish
writinginvcrseandprose.Earlic'･editorstendedtoreadahighdegreeof， ‘“
parataxisillOldEnglishandtopunctllatetheireditionsaccol･dingly. 'rhis, .'

reading6ttedinwiththeideathatEnglishsubordinatingconjllnctionshadi,.｡""¥･
theirol･iginsinadverbs.However,onecanaccepttheadverbialoriginofcon"酷、 L
junctionsandstillargue,asAndrewdidinl940, thatOldEnglishstylehad "
attainedahighdegreeofsubol･dination(althoughAnd'･cw'sconclusionsnow 』
seelnextrcme).Furlhennore, itisimportanttobearinmindthatparataxisand

hypotaxisal･estylisticoptionsandnotsyntacticnecessitiesbecauseOldEnglish ｡

clearlyhadthemeansfbrahighlysubordinatcdstyle.Syntacticinvestigators l､&
nowiindgcnerallymol･ehypotaxisthaneal．liereditorsdid,buttheelIbrtSareきゞ’

1 I

directedtowarddiscoveringspecificstl･ucturalcuesbefbremakinggeneraliza- '" 、 画
tions.Themostobviouscuesal℃inlhcwordol･derofthcclauseasawhole, s ．

Whichincludcs伽niliarhistoricalpaltcrnsofsubieclandverbsuchasS…V,

VS,andSV.ThesePatternshavebeenintensivelyanalyzedfbrtheprinciples ･

operatinginthcplacementoftheliniteverb,whichtyl>icallyoccursinsecond
positioninmainclallsesandinlinalpositioninsubordinatecla,,scs. '71naddi- "' ･

『 ‐

tion, the'℃al･cmoresubtlecuesinthel)atterningofauxilia'･ies,contl･actions,
い、

andotherstrllctu'℃S"Finally,"BruceMitchellremindsus, itmaybe ' ! ,

llllilchronistictoimposcmodemcatcgoriesthatresultli･omourtranslations

lntowordssuchas[then'and<when',"implyingthat thcchoicewassimply

I)CtweellasubordinateclauseandanindePendentclauseinthcmodemsensc

()I' (hewords."'9Weshouldbeespeciallycautiousabout impOsingmodem
1101ionsthatequaichypotaxiswithsophisticationandparataxiswilhprimi-

!Ivenessuntilweknowmoreabout thelilllrangeofsyntacticpossibilitiesin

OI(IEnghsh.OngoingresearchinUlissubjectpromisestoreviseourideasoi

lhegrammatical,semantic,andrhythmicrelationshipsinOldEnglishve'･sc

nndprose.

52.OME"glishI,""'""e. Thelanguagcofapasttimcisknownbythe

(lllalilyofitslilerature・Chal･tel･sandi℃cordsyieldtheil･secrctstothephilolo-

MIstandcontributctheirquotaofwordsandinflectionstoourdictionariesand

IMI･ammars.Bulitisinlitcraturcthatalanguagcdisplaysitslilllpower,itsability

Ioconveyinvividandmemorablclbrmlhethoughtsandemotionsofapeople,

,1,heliteratureoftheAnglo-Saxonsislbl･tunatclyoneofthcl･ichestandmost

Higni6cantofanypresel･vedamongthcearlyGermanicpeol)Ics.Bccauseitis

lhe1anguagemobilized, thelanguageinaction,wemustsayawordaboutit.

Generallyspcaking, thisliteratureisoftwosorts.Someofitwasundoubt-

0(11ybrought toEnglandbytheGermallicconquerol･sfifomthcircontinental

homcsandprescrvedlbratimeinoraltradition.Allofitowesitspreservation,

however)andnotalittleitsinspi'･ationtothereintroductionofChristianity

Intothesouthcl･npal･toftheislandatthecndofthesixthccntury,anevent

whosesignificancclbrtheE11glishlilnguagewillbediscussedinthenext

Chapter.TwostreamsthusmingleillOldEnglishliterature, thel)aganandthe

Chl･istian,andtheyarcneverquitedistinct.Thepoetryofpaganoriginiscon-

#(antlyoverlaidwithChristiansentiment,whilcevendloscpocmsthattreat

oI､purelyChristianthemescontaineverynowandagaintl･accsofanearlier

I)hilosophynotwhollyibrgotten.Wecanindicateonlyinthebrielbstwaythe

8copeandcontentofthisliteraturc,andweshallbeginwiththatwhichembod-

lcsthenatiVetraditionsofthePeoPle.

0I,hegreatcstsingleworkofOldEnglishlitcratureisBeOw"lfItisapoem

()fsoIne3,0001inesbelongingtothetyl)eknownasthelblkcpic, that isto

say,apoemwhich,whateveritmayowetotheindividualpoetwhogaveit

IInal ibrm,embodiesmateriallongcul･'･cntamongthepeople.Itisanarra-

liveofheroicadventurerelatinghowayoungwal･rior,Beowlllffbught the
lnonstel･Grendel,whichwasravagingthclandofKingHrothgar,slewitand

ltsmothe'･,andyearslatermethisdcathwhileriddinghisowncountryofan

"luallydeStructiveibe,aiire-breathingdragoll.Thethemcsecmssomewhat

'7S"ROberl ilStockwell i1ll(1D0nk;IMinkovil,"Subol･dinationan(IWol･(10rdel･C11;lngeinthe
I-Iistol･yofEngliSh:' illHM()""/"/is/ISj'"ｲ(Ix,e(l.Diele1･Kils(()vksy(Berlin, 1991),pp.367-409､
Seealsolwoessilysinl〃"Y"""eJT(ｿM("ｿﾌﾉI()s)'"!""cCﾙα"gC,cd.Ansva''Kemena(leKm(INigel
Vincent(Camb1･id8e,UK, 1997):AIlthonyI<1･ocll (111(IAnl1lllylO11 :!Vel･bM()vement illOldaiid
MiddleEI181iSh: l)ialccIVal･iiltioniln(ILim8ua8cC()11tilct;' 1)P.297-325; illl(IAnsv&II1KCmenn(le,
@{V"II1(IEml)c(1(le(1 .lbl)icillizilti()nillOl(l il'1(IMi(1(11clill81ishj'pl).326-52.
18S",lb'･cxaml)le, 1);InielDo''()81'''c,Sり'I""O〃"ﾉW"sﾉ1 1b")':WIc7bs!q/､"IcA"xili("'(Ncw
Hiw",C'1i 1987)andMill･yBIockle)4/IsI)"IsO/.()""Ig/isﾉI伽c"cS)'""x:w/'c'沙α《I"""""
(Urbam,IL,2()()1).
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flncifilltoamodernreader,butthecharacterofthehero,thesocialconditions

pictured,andtheportrayalofdlemotivesandidealsthatanimatedpeoplem

earlyGermanictimesmakethepoemoneofthemostvividrecordswehave
ofliitintheheroicage・ItisnotaneaSyliib.Itisaliftthatcallsfbrphysical

endlrance,unninchingcourage,andafinesenseofduty,loyalty,andhonor.

AstirringeXpressionofUleheroicidealisinthewordsthatBeowulfaddresses

toHrothgarbefbregoingtohisdangerousencounterwithGrendel'smother:

"Sorrownot….BetterisitfbreverymanthatheavengehisfiPiendthanthathe

mourngreatly・Eachofusmustabidetheendofthisworld'slifC;lethimwho

mayjworkmightydeedserehedie,fbrafierwards,whenhelieslifbless, thatis
bestfbrthewarrior.”

OutsideofBeow"l/;OldEnglishpoetryofthenativetraditionisrepre-

sentedbyanumberofshorterpieces.Anglo-Saxonpoetssangofthethmgs

thatenteredmostdeeplyintotheireXPerience-ofwarandofexile,ofthesea

withitshardshipsanditsflscmation,ofruinedcities,andofmmstrellifb.One

oftheearliestproductsofGermanictraditionisashortpoemcalledWMs"ル

mwhichascoporminstrelpretendstogiveanaccountofhiswanderingsand

ofthemanyfhmouskingsandprincesbefbrewhomhehasexercisedhiscraft.

Deo1;anotherpoemaboutammstrel,isthelamentofascopwhoibryearshas

beenintheserviceofhislordandnowfindshimselfthrustoutbyayounger

man.Butheisnowhiner.Lifeislikethat.AgewiUbedisplacedbyyouth・He

hashisdaybPeace,myheart!Deo1･isoneofthemosthumanofOldEnglish

poems・TYleW""defej･isatragedyinthemedieValsense, thestoryofaman

whoonceenjoyedahighplaceandhasftlllenuponeviltimes.Hislordisdead

andhehasbecomeawandererinstrangecourts,withoutfriends.Whereare

thesnowsofyesteryear?TheSe(I/tww･isamonologueinwhichthespeaker

alternatelydescribestheperilsandhardshipsoftheseaandtheeagerdesire

todareagainitsdangers.InWIcR"1,thepoetrenectsonaruinedcityjonce

prosperousandimposingwithitstowersandhalls,itsstonecourtsandbaths,

nowbutthetragicshadowofwhatitoncewas.Twogreatwarpoems,the

B"ttle《ﾂBγ卿"α"6"'liandtheB""le(yMn"O",celebratewithpatrioticfblvor
StirringencountersoftheEnglish,equallyheroicinvictoryanddefbat・Inits

shorterpoems,nolessthaninBeow"MOldEnglishliteraturerevealsatwide

intervalsoftimetheoutlookandtemperoftheGermanicmind.

MoIethanhalfofAnglo-SaxonpoetlyisconcernedWithChristiansubjects.

TranslationsandparaphrasesofbooksoftheOldandNewTestament,leg-

endsofsaints,anddevotionalanddidacticpiecesconstitutethebulkofthis

verse.ThemostimportantofthispoetryhaditsorigininNorthumbriaand

MerciaintheseVendlandeighthcenturies・TheearliestEnglishpoetwhose

nameweknowwasC"dmon,alaybrotherinthemonasteryatWhitby.The

8toIyofhowdlegiftofsongcametohiminadreamandhowhesubsequently

tUl･nedvariouspartsoftheScripturesintobeautifillEnglishversecomestous

inthepagesofBede.AlthoughwedonothavehispoemsonGenesis,Exodus,

Daniel,andthelike, Ihepoemsonthesesubjectsthatwedohaveweremost

likelyinspiredbyhiseXample・About800,anAnghanPoetnamedCynewulf

wroteatleasti℃urpoemsonreligioussubjects,intowhichheingeniouslywove
hisnamebymeansofrunes.Twoofthese,ﾉ""α"nandEIe"e,tellwell-known

legendsofsaints.Athird,Ch1･"dealSwithAdvent,theAscension,andthe

Lastludglnent.Thefburth,WMeFtltes晩h'eAPos"",touchesbrieayonwhere

andhowthevariousapostlesdied・Thereareotherreligiouspoemsbesides

thosementioned,suchastheA"d"", twopoemsontheliftofSt.Gutmac,a

portionofafinepoemonthestoryof〃""〃intheAPocrypha; fIｿzEP"oe""m

whichthebirdistakenasasymboloftheChristianlifb;andCWIrist""dS"α"，

whichtreatstheexpulsionofSatanfi･omParadisetogetherwiththeHarrowing

ofHenandSatan'stemptingofChrist・Allofthesepoemshavetheircounter-

partsinotherliteraturesoftheMiddleAges・TheyShowEnglandinitscultural

contactwithRomeandbemgdrawnmtothegeneralcurrentofideasonthe

continent,nolongersimplyGermanic,butcosmopolitan.

Inthedevelopmentoflitel･ature,prosegenerallycomeslate.Verseis

moreefibctivefbroraldeliveryandmoreeasUyretainedinthememory.Itis

thereibrearatherremarkableflct,andoneweUwordlyofnote, thatEnglish

possessedaconsiderablebodyofproseliteratureintheninthcentury,atatime

whenmostothermodemlanguagesinEuropehadscarcelydevelopedalitera-

tureinverse.Thisunusualaccomplishmentwasduetotheinspirationofone

man,theAnglo-SaxonkingwhoisjustlycalledAliiPedtheGreat(871-899).

AlfiFed'sgreamessrestsnotonlyonhiscapacityasamilitaryleaderandstates-

manbutalsoonhisrealizationthatgreatnessinanationisnomerelyphysi-

calthing.Whenhecametothethronehefbundthatthelearningwhichin

theeighthCentury,inthedaysofBedeandAlcuin,hadplacedEnglandinthe

fbrefifontofEurope,hadgreatlydecayed. InaneifbrttorestoreEnglandto

somethinglikeitsibrmerstate,heundertooktoprovideibrhispeoplecertain

booksinEnglish,booksthathedeemedmostessentialtotheirwelflre.With

thisobjectinview,heundertookinmatureliibtolearnLatinandeithertrans-
latedthesebookshimselforcausedotherstotranslatethemfbrhim.Firstasa

guidefbl･theclergyhetranslatedtheP"SiOmﾉQ7"ofPOPeGregoryjandthen,

inorderthatthepeoplemightknowsomethingoftheirownpast,inspiredand

maywellhaVearrangedfbratranslationofBede'sEcclesi"s""IHiStojyQMe
E"gliSIIPeqPle.Ahistoryoftherestoftheworldalsoseemeddesirableandwas

notsoeasilytobehad・Butinthefi仙centulywhensomanycalamitieswere
befallingtheRomanEmpireandthosemisibrtuneswerebeingattributedto
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theabandonmentofthepagandeitiesinfworofChristianityjaSpanishpriest !
namedOrosiushadundertakentorefUte"sidea.Hismethodwastot" ・ I

Hieriseofotherempirestopositionsofgreatpowerandtheirsubseqllentco!-
●

"";aconapseinWhichO6viouslyChristiagityhajhqdnopart:'mfre"!~
●

Wis4bookiinich,whenitspolemicalaimhadceasedtohaveanysignific"ce2 ,

i=¥ly""MiwWWW:WW"MWWifihilslatedwitliomissionsandSomeadditionsofhisown.Afburthbooktha!
o ●

heturnedmtoEnglishwasTMIcCol1so/cItio"qfPII"os(W》/ZybyBoethius,oneof F

miemostfamousEboksoftheMiddleAges.AlfwedalsocausedarecordlQbe
E6hipiledofthemportanteventsofEnglishhistory,"st3n4"sent,."dthis,
asc6ntinuedfbrliiorethantwocenturiesafterhisdeath,isthewell-knOwn
Anglo-SaxonChronicleKingAlfiwedw"1heibupderof¥nglifhWWtl
IMwereotherswhocarri@donthetradition.Amongtheseis,ElfriC,tho

F

ambroftwobooksofhomUiesandnumerousotherworks,andWulfStan2
whoseSer加o"totlzeE"g/ishisanimpassionedpleafbrmoralandpolitical
refbrm.

Solargeandvariedabodyofliterature,mverse"dprose,"Yesamplg
t.KIM"t;iiicmmive,4hnpetenc､im"t｡thepowerandbeauly｡orx" |

●

“。 i

theOldEnglishlanguage. ~~ I
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