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MyVoice: What linguists can (and should) do
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ABSTRACT. This paper aims to introduce the “MyVoice Project” to the field of phonetics and phonology,
and, we hope, to the field of linguistics in general and beyond. “MyVoice” is free software, with which patients
who lost their voice can continue to communicate with their family members and caretakers, using their own
pre-recorded voice. This paper first describes the details of the project, and then turns to the question of why it is
important for patients to keep using their own voice, instead of other alternatives that are made available due to
recent technological developments. We also address what linguists can do to contribute to this general endeavor.
Throughout the paper, the emphasis is on how linguistics can contribute to the wellness of the society.
Ultimately, the value of academic research should be independent of how and to what extent our research
contributes to the society; however, we emphasize that the MyVoice project provides linguists with an
opportunity to make substantial social contributions, and there are no reasons, we believe, for linguists not to

take this opportunity.
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