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An analysis of the distribution of kobushi by
Minami Kizuki: A linguistic perspective
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Abstract

This paper analyzes the distribution of kobushi in songs by Minami Kizuki from a linguistic
perspective. Based on the analysis of four songs, we show that the distribution of kobushi is not
random, but instead kobushi is stochastically attracted to positions that have prominence in
terms of musical events. It is known that in linguistic systems too, prominent positions tend to
attract tones, floating features and morphemes, and thus, the current results suggest that there
may be an interesting parallel between the musical and phonological patterns. This study, we
hope, illustrates how studying musical patterns from a linguistic perspective can reveal fruitful

insights into both musical and linguistic systems.
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