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ers who were an important sourcc of

membersirip of, the ruling class of gcntleruen'

Thus, for cxample, by mcans of tlieir personal recommendatiotrs to their uppcr

J.rl.fi.*"f., piryri.irn, cnjoycd 
" 

coniid.trlrle dcgree ofcontrol over tle acccss

oiih. to*.. oid..s of th" frof.ssion to rich and influential patie'ts. Furthcr*rore
er class rvouid pcrmit tire decay of an

s sons rvith a ltrcrativc and ilonourable

c gentry aud nobility and of thc Royal
.fJre w.rc ablc to excrcise a relatively

rl over mcdical innovation' The lorvcr

an analysis of tire theorics and bclicfs o

mcdical profession, and thus thc rtrling ir

thc ruling class.
IJoweicr, in spitc of t6cir gentecl status and pre-crnincuce among-rncdic-rl

practitioncrs, plyri.i"n, did noi occtlpy a place of prccede'ce rvitlin t6e ranks

if ,t . upp.r ihrr.te A major distinction was drawn trerwccn thc aristocracy,

."ho .,,u.i.^thcmselves r^rrLci according to their titlcs, and thc geutry,-rvho rvcre

sub-dividcd into Barone ts, I(nights, Esqtrircs, and gcntlemcu. ltr gcucral physicians

carne near the bottom of this liiertr.lty. Only landed gclltlcrncn enjoycd thc full

aclntirltion and honours of r8th ccntu;y society. Morcovcr mcdicine was not the

ulost pfestigious or highly re'nlcrdcd alnong the profcssions' I-Ietrce e physicirn's

,orirl ,dv^ri.cment deicudcd upon his acguisitioriof sufficient fortune to purchasc

an csttrtcr or uport his ability to win th,c favours of a grateftrl noblcman. ?hysicians

thcrcfore rveri cornmitt.d io thc prcscrvation of thc cxisting social order in rvliich

they alrcady hcld a substantial piofessional arid public position. At the samc tiutc

tir.y.riu... depcndent upon thc iewards of thcir small group.of tlppcr class pritictrts

to sustain 
"rrd 

in.,.p.o.r. their social stan<ling. Aristocratic lraticnts wcrc itr a position

to cfioose for tfrcmselvcs the most satisftctory or atlusittg Practitiollers froln

anlong the host of medical men .lr,ho clamoured for thcir favottrs. It rvas tlic

prticrii rviro judgcd the compctcnce of the physician and thc stritabilitl' of thc

i[..r1ry. Thc rvcalthy and influcntial tlrrcrv thcir support bcbind u']ticircvcr

practitloncr plcascd tircm and rvithdrew it froln thosc itr rvllont thcl' rvcrc
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ical world of the rSth century' theu' rvas

Jitnlen't, througlr' personal contacts' of a

ftt;;;a f^uoo"" ihe practitioner relied'

thc nobility arrd gctttry' In short since

in face-to-face intcraction it rvas uecet

fyped manner ancl intcllcctual worldvi
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J, enloycd a measurc of cotinter Powcr
ysicai and tnental hcalth hcld out by thc

;ire sick. The systerns of nosology and

,f disease with which upper class paticnts

g the provision of therapy and thc col-

lection offees by practit ionets.
A more or lcss explicit theme of much work in the sociology of lcnorvlcdgc

has been the contra-st betwecn substructure aud superstructurc' 
'bciugt 

and
'conciousness'.38 Conciousncss has been regarded as an cpiphenomena, to be

explained by reducing its superstructural_ appearance to its substructural social

brr;s. Th. objective of-this pap.r, howcver, hai been to examine a thought complex

as an integrai part of the itructure of interaction in a conliguratiou of reladon-

ships. It h.s b..u seen as a medium tvithin which norms, rolcs, and exPectations

,r.^ 
""pr.rr.d 

and institutionalized. Tirus uredical knowledge r,nay bc rcgarded

.s 
" 

fJrru, of social intcraction which mediates bctweeu the disparatc intcrests

of thc sick and mcdical persotrncl. In short rnedical thcories may not only bc

statcllcnts about the ."otld, thcy may also bc ways of relating to otlicrs in thc

rvorld.
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