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The study of witch-hunting in early modern
Europe has made a remarkab]

€ progress in
these twenty

years or so, and fresh light has
been shed on jts social, religious, ideological
and intellectual background. The present
baper attempts to review some of the most
thought-provoking arguments on the
lectual outlooks of demonology,
dynamics of the accusation of wi
the decline of witch-hunting.

the recent historiographical

intel-
the social
tches, and
Following
trend, the re-
viewer has laid stress on that demonology
was an intellectually relevant part of the
early modern learned world-view and that
witch-hunting was an integral part of the new
outlooks of the society

in Europe, instead of
looking at them as a

vestige of medieval

mind and society. There were cases where
demonology perfectly
experimental and

squared
scientific

with  the

research, and
accusations of witch were often triggered by

modern elements in the European society, e.g
the emergence of individualism, the penetra-
ton of the élite cultura] code into the village
soclety. Accordingly, the decline of witch-hunt-
Ing was not a simple triumph of modern,
critical, scientific and enlightened mind over
superstitious and fanatic credulity. Rather, it
seems  more plausible to attribute the
decline to the emergence of a new

habit among the learned
sev

cultural
élite in the late
enteenth century. The content and back-
ground of the new

habit remain to be in-
vestigated.




